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Inslee predicts ban on crowds 
‘highly likely’ to last past March 


SCHOOLS | District closures leave kids 
without not just classes, but sometimes 
meals and after-school care > A6 


By DAVID GUTMAN 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

Gov. Jay Inslee ordered a halt 
Wednesday to all gatherings of more 
than 250 people in King, Pierce and 
Snohomish counties, and ordered 
schools across the state to immediately 
begin contingency planning for poten- 
tial closures in the next several days. 

The moves mark the strongest action 
the state has taken to try to slow the 
spread of the novel coronavirus in the 
Puget Sound region, which has become 
the epicenter of a burgeoning national 
crisis. 

Shortly after Inslee’s announcement, 
Seattle Public Schools, the state’s 
largest school district, announced 
that schools would close for a minimum 
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of two weeks. 

Flanked by the leaders of Seattle, 
Tacoma and Everett, and of King, Pierce 
and Snohomish counties, Inslee said he 
was ordering the cancellation of large 
church services, sporting events, 
concerts, festivals and conventions. 

“Today I am ordering, pursuant to my 
emergency powers, that certain events 
in King, Snohomish and Pierce counties 
with more than 250 people are prohibit- 
ed by order of the governor,” Inslee 
said, at a King County government 
building in downtown Seattle. The 
three counties are “experiencing signifi- 
cant community transmission, signifi- 
cant outbreaks and they are large popu- 
lation centers.” 

The order is in effect through the end 


with crowd ban at a time when spiritual 
connection is an urgent need > A7 


of March, Inslee said, but it is “highly 
likely” it will be extended beyond that 
time. He said that 250 is not a “magic 
number” but they believed that gather- 
ings less than that size are more man- 
ageable to keep people from being 
closely squeezed together. 

Schools, Inslee said, should be plan- 
ning for how they can provide meals 
and other needs for students in the 
event that they’re forced to close in the 
next few days. 

Before the closure of Seattle Public 
Schools, more than 115 public and 
private schools across Washington had 
shut down for at least a day because of 
coronavirus concerns. 

Inslee also urged individuals and 
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See > INSLEE, A7 Gov. Jay Inslee at a news conference Wednesday, announc- 


ing crowd restrictions. He was joined by local leaders, 
including King County Executive Dow Constantine, left. 
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Travel from 


Europe to 
America 


curtailed 


By LISA MASCARO, 
ANDREW TAYLOR, JILL COLVIN 


AND ZEKE MILLER 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump said Wednesday 
night he is sharply restricting 
passenger travel from 26 Europe- 
an nations to the United States 
and moving to ease the economic 
cost of a viral pandemic that is 
roiling global financial markets 
and disrupting the daily lives of 
Americans. 

Trump made the announce- 
ment during a rare Oval Office 
address to the nation that he is 
suspending all travel from Europe 
to the United States. for 30 days 
beginning at 11:59 p.m. Friday. 
After days of playing down the 
threat, he blamed Europe for not 
acting quickly enough to address 
the novel coronavirus, SARS- 
CoV-2, and claimed that U.S. 
clusters were “seeded” by Euro- 
pean travelers. 

“We made a lifesaving move 
with early action on China,” 
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Trump said. “Now we must take 
the same action with Europe.” 
Trump said the restrictions 
See > TRUMP, A9 


Where to play 
on opening day? 
For M’s, question 
is complicated 


By RYAN DIVISH 
Seattle Times staff reporter 

PEORIA, Arizona — Wednesday here 
started like a March day in Seattle. With 
rainstorms carrying into the morning and 
expected to continue over the next few 
days, the Mariners decided early to scuttle 
their on-field workouts for the day. 

But any disappointment for fans hoping 
to watch those activities paled in compari- 
son to what came later that morning, when 
Gov. Jay Inslee announced what had been 
reported late Tuesday evening — a restric- 
tion on social gatherings of more than 250 
people. That ban, meant to slow the spread 
of novel coronavirus, also known as SARS- 
CoV-2, includes all sporting events. 

For the Mariners, it meant their opening 
homestand of the 2020 season, scheduled 
to start on Major League Baseball’s (MLB) 
opening day on March 26 and conclude on 
April 1 and featuring a four-game series 
with the Texas Rangers and a three-game 
series with the Minnesota Twins, was now 
in serious doubt. 

Inslee’s decision did not catch the Mari- 
ners by surprise. The organization had 
prepared for this as a logical step in the city 
and state’s fight against the pandemic. 

The organization immediately released 
a statement following Inslee’s news confer- 
ence that read, in part: 

See > MARINERS, A6 
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Czech authorities on Monday start random checks of vehicles arriving at the border 
crossings with Austria, Germany and Slovakia in reaction to the virus outbreak. 


WHO declares virus a pandemic, 
citing alarming levels of spread 


By KATIE ZEZIMA, TIM CRAIG, WILLIAM WAN 
AND YASMEEN ABUTALEB 
The Washington Post 


The World Health Organization (WHO) 
on Wednesday declared the novel corona- 
virus a pandemic as countries and munici- 
palities took increasingly dramatic 
measures to slow the spread of the deadly 
contagion. World leaders conceded 
Wednesday that the disease almost cer- 
tainly will become a far worse problem 
amid a global scramble to keep people 


from traveling and gathering in public 
spaces. 

The WHO declaration is a reflection of 
the alarm that countries are not working 
quickly and aggressively enough to fight 
the novel coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, and 
that the control measures in place might 
have come too late. There are more than 
125,000 confirmed cases worldwide, with 
more than 4,600 deaths. 

“We are deeply concerned both by the 
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|| Arts, music groups 
scramble after ban 
on large gatherings 


By MICHAEL RIETMULDER, MOIRA MACDONALD 
AND BRENDAN KILEY 
Seattle Times staff reporters 


Even a week ago, many local music venues 
continued to pack the house despite growing 
concerns over COVID-19, defying claims that 
Seattle was a “ghost town.” That’s about to 
change. 

On Wednesday, Gov. Jay Inslee announced 
an emergency order banning gatherings of 
more than 250 people through the end of 
March in King, Pierce and Snohomish counties. 
In King and Snohomish counties, gatherings of 
fewer than 250 people are also barred, unless 
certain sanitizing and social distancing require- 
ments are met. 

The prohibition, which Inslee said is “highly 
likely” to be extended beyond this month, cov- 
ers social and recreational events, from con- 
certs and sporting events to religious services 
and weddings. The restrictions are more severe 
than similar measures implemented in Paris 

See > ARTS, A8 


Harvey Weinstein 
sentenced to 23 years 


News > A2 
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